
COVID-19 REPORT
Insights from WAITRO member organizations
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97%
 of W

AITR
O

 m
em

ber organizations are actively supporting the w
orldw

ide 
efforts to com

bat C
O

VID
-19. The actions are versatile and reach from

 develo-
ping confinem

ent exit strategies over producing facem
asks, detergents, and 

hand sanitizers to providing support in testing and diagnosis. 

To provide the public and private sector w
ith access to im

portant research 
outcom

es and technologies, the W
AITR

O
 Secretariat launched an open access 

add-on to SAIR
A

. The new
 O

pen Access H
ub facilitates a structured distribu-

tion of research, technologies, insights, and best practices on C
O

VID
-19, m

o-
derated by a panel of expert review

ers from
 W

AITR
O

 m
em

ber organizations. 

The W
AITR

O
 Secretariat is responding to the needs of its organizations and is 

facilitating various O
nline C

apacity D
evelopm

ent w
orkshops. 
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An estim
ated 40%

 of W
AITR

O
 m

em
bers are not able to w

ork rem
otely. Poor 

internet connection, m
issing equipm

ent and m
issing digital infrastructure are 

the top 3 barriers for w
orking rem

otely w
ithin a W

AITR
O

 organization. 

52%
 of W

AITR
O

 m
em

bers estim
ate the long-term

 im
pact of C

O
VID

-19 on col-
laborative research and innovation to be positive. 

63%
 of W

AITR
O

 m
em

bers estim
ate the long-term

 im
pact of C

O
VID

-19 on the 
role of frugal innovation to be positive. 

73%
 of W

AITR
O

 m
em

bers estim
ate the long-term

 im
pact of C

O
VID

-19 on the 
im

portance of know
ledge and technology transfer to be positive. 

Introductory R
em

arks 

C
O

VID
-19 has been im

pacting the daily lives of m
illions of people around the 

globe over the past m
onths. As the largest global netw

ork of research orga-
nizations, W

AITR
O

 m
em

ber organizations are harnessing their expertise and 
know

ledge to help com
bat the fight against the pandem

ic. This report gives 
an overview

 of W
AITR

O
’s response to C

O
VID

-19 and insights into the im
pact of 

the pandem
ic on research organizations. 
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A

IT
R

O
 m
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O

V
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O
pen A

ccess H
ub to fi

ght 
C

O
V

ID
-19 

W
AITR

O
 strongly believes in the im

portance of collaborative innovation in 
international research –

 especially in tim
es like these. As a response to the 

C
O

VID
-19 pandem

ic, W
AITR

O
 and Fraunhofer-G

esellschaft jointly developed 
an open innovation portal to pool com

petences and create visibility of and 
access to them

. O
n the SAIR

A
® O

pen Access H
ub, researchers can publish 

their technologies, insights, findings and best practices related to C
O

VID
-19 

and m
ake them

 publicly accessible. The O
pen Access H

ub is an add-on fea-
ture to the existing O

pen Innovation Portal of SAIR
A

®.  

The SAIR
A

® O
pen Access H

ub aim
s to m

ake a significant contribution to com
-

bating econom
ic and health dam

age and to enable the targeted transfer of 
technological solutions against C

O
VID

-19, especially to em
erging and develo-

ping countries. The goal is to offer a show
case platform

 for research, research 
results and developed technologies around C

O
VID

-19 and its consequences in 
the broadest sense. SAIR

A is w
orking w

ith an international netw
ork of experts 

to ensure the quality of the publications uploaded on the platform
.  

D
o you have research or a technological developm

ent around C
O

VID
-19 you 

w
ould like to share w

ith the w
orld? Then the SAIR

A
® O

pen Access H
ub m

ight 
be exactly w

hat you have been looking for. It is publicly accessible - everyone 
can brow

se the subm
issions and directly contact the authors in case of col-

laboration potential. Therefore, the O
pen Access H

ub increases researchers‘ 
visibility and m

ight connect them
 w

ith valuable partners and stakeholders. 

To view
 existing publications or subm

it your ow
n go to:

https://saira.eco/open-access-covid-19/

C
apacity D

evelopm
ent 

W
AITR

O
 aim

s at strengthening the capacities of its organizations and indivi-
dual m

em
bers and enabling them

 to be m
ore responsive to global challenges 

and m
arket needs –

 especially in tim
es of C

O
VID

-19. 

In response, W
AITR

O
 has facilitated various on-site w

orkshops in the past to 
enhance its m

em
bers’ expertise in research organization related fields. D

ue 
to C

O
VID

-19, bringing people together from
 around the w

orld on-site is irre-
sponsible and W

AITR
O

 decided to tem
porarily refrain from

 facilitating on-site 
w

orkshops. N
evertheless, W

AITR
O

 w
ill continue to provide C

apacity D
evelop-

m
ent w

orkshops for its m
em

bers in an online form
at. This is in response to 

various requests from
 m

em
bers to offer m

ore online activities based on their 
needs. 

W
AITR

O
 is continuously w

orking together w
ith experts in order to provide 

research organization related C
apacity D

evelopm
ent w

orkshops for its m
em

-
bers. Also, W

AITR
O

 has a vast pool of experts w
ithin its m

em
ber organizations. 

W
AITR

O
 invites m

em
bers to take this opportunity to share their expertise w

ith 
the W

AITR
O

 com
m

unity and beyond by facilitating C
apacity D

evelopm
ent 

w
orkshops. W

AITR
O

 w
ill provide technical and financial support for these. 

To see w
hich C

apacity D
evelopm

ent w
orkshops are currently on offer have a 

look here: htt
ps://w

w
w

.w
aitro.org/capacity-developm

ent/

If you are interested in facilitating a research organization related C
apacity D

e-
velopm

ent w
orkshop w

ith the help of W
AITR

O
´s financial and technical sup-

port have a look here: htt
ps://w

w
w

.w
aitro.org/online-activities/ 
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H
ow

 m
any colleagues do you estim

ate have the possibility 
to w

ork rem
otely? Please select the m

ost adequate range.

W
hat do you think is the greatest barrier for w

orking rem
o-

tely w
ithin your organization?
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H
ow

 w
ould you estim

ate the long-term
 im

pact 
of the current C

O
VID

-19 crisis on collaborative 
research and collaboration?

H
ow

 w
ould you estim

ate the long-term
 

im
pact of the current C

O
VID

-19 crisis on 
the role of frugal innovation? 

H
ow

 w
ould you estim

ate the long-term
 

im
pact of the current C

O
VID

-19 crisis on 
the im

portance of know
ledge and tech-

nology transfer?

“The long term
 im

-
pact could change our 

lifestyle, daily activities, 
w

orking culture and 
different approach of 
business strategy.“

“Econom
ically 

a disaster but a 
chance to build 

resilience and change 
to a m

ore sustainable, 
fl

exible system
.“

“O
pportu-

nities to enter into 
new

 segm
ents e.g. 

testing of face m
ask 

is also available.“ 
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* The data and facts in this report were obtained from a survey conducted by the WAITRO 
Secretariat. 172 people from over 50 WAITRO research organizations participated in the survey 
between the 27th April and 30th May 2020.
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